
Third SundayThird Sunday
of Adventof Advent

December 15, 2024  •  10:30 am
+ Holy Eucharist
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•  at the sound of the bells, all stand

Prelude       Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                                          David Lasky

Hymn  68   Rejoice, rejoice, believers

WWelcomeelcome
•  Nave services may be livestreamed for our online congregation. Cameras focus primarily 
    on vested ministers, but others in the cathedral may also be visible in live or archived video.
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Song of Praise  •  S 100      Trisagion

Lighting of the Advent Wreath   •  Liturgy for the Whole Church

The evening of the year is upon us.
    We enter the darkness and wait for the light’s return.
We light a third candle to remind us of John, who calls us to wade in 
the waters of new life.
    We open our hearts to our own lights, enkindled in baptism, 
    and ask for help to carry that light into a dark world.
       •  the candle is lighted
All of our waiting is waiting for God.
    God of our hearts, we wait for you alone.     

Opening Acclamation
Blessed are you, holy and living One.
    You come to your people and you set them free.
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Collect for the Second Sunday in Lentcelebrant                                        people                                       celebrant

God be with you.               And also with you.           Let us pray.          

Collect for the Third Sunday of Advent

Liturgy of the Word   Liturgy of the Word   

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come 
among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.

•  all be seated

First Reading       Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
    shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
    O daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,
    he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
    you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
    do not let your hands grow weak.
The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
    a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
    he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
    as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,
    so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors
    at that time.
And I will save the lame
    and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
    and renown in all the earth.
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Canticle 9  •  Hymn 679        Surely it is God who saves me

At that time I will bring you home,
    at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
    among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
    before your eyes, says the Lord.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
    Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading        Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 
say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 
Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
    Thanks be to God.

with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.
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Hymn  67     Comfort, comfort ye my people
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Gospel        Luke 3:7-18

John said to the crowds that came out 
to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy 
of repentance. Do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the 
root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.”
      And the crowds asked him, “What 
then should we do?” In reply he said 
to them, “Whoever has two coats must 
share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, “Teacher, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Collect 
no more than the amount prescribed for 

you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And 
we, what should we do?” He said 
to them, “Do not extort money from 
anyone by threats or false accusation, 
and be satisfied with your wages.”
      As the people were filled with 
expectation, and all were questioning 
in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, John 
answered all of them by saying, “I 
baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” So, with many 
other exhortations, he proclaimed the 
good news to the people.

Sermon        The Very Reverend Matthew Bradley

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
    Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel of our Savior.
    Praise to you, Lord Christ.



9

Prayers of the People
       • the deacon says:
Almighty God, you teach us to not fear disaster. As we await the day of your 
coming, may our prayers rise up to you, saying ‘Amen. Come Lord Jesus.’
       • the intercessor continues:
Let us pray for the Church Universal throughout the world; and particularly 
for the one who will be chosen as Archbishop of Canterbury, for Sean our 
Presiding Bishop, for Terry our own Bishop, for all bishops, priests and 
deacons, for all those preparing for ordination and for all who minister to 
God’s people, saying
    Amen. Come Lord Jesus.
Let us pray for our country, and for our elected leaders and representatives, 
especially President Biden, Vice President Harris, Governers Beshear and 
Holcomb, and for those newly elected to office, that we may be governed 
rightly and wisely, and led in peace, saying
    Amen. Come Lord Jesus.
Let us pray for peace throughout the world, especially in Ukraine, the 
Middle East, in Sudan and West Africa, saying
    Amen. Come Lord Jesus.

Nicene Creed  •  all stand   
We believe in one God, the Father, the 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light,true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen.
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Let us pray for all who are in danger, for all victims of hunger and 
oppression, saying
    Amen. Come Lord Jesus.
Let us pray for the needs, concerns and thanksgivings of those who have 
asked for our prayers, especially TJ, Dave Barbieri, Judy Donahue, Kitten 
Lawless, Terry Laun & Art Embrey, Robert Huffman, Liam O’Daniel Munger, 
Nancy Otto, Len Sjogren, and Whit Stodghil, for those celebrating birthdays, 
Leonard Sjogren, Paul Real and Angie Halliday and for those whom we now 
mention either silently or aloud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., as we say
    Amen. Come Lord Jesus.
Let us pray for those who have died or are nearing death, and for those 
whom we now mention either silently or aloud . . . . . . . . . . . . . , that they may 
behold your face in your eternal kingdom, saying
    Amen. Come Lord Jesus.
Let us also pray for the forgiveness of our sins.
       •  said by all
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold 
us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Peace    •    all greet one another in the name of the Lord
       The peace of Christ be always with you.
          And also with you. 

Absolution   •  declared by the celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. .  
    Amen.
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Liturgy of the AltarLiturgy of the Altar

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

You can make a gift in support of the Cathedral’s 
ministry online by scanning the QR code or going to 
https://abundant.co/christchurchlouky/give

Offertory Anthem      Come, thou long-expected Jesus              Marty Wheeler Burnett

Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us, raise us to thy glorious throne.
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The Great ThanksgivingThe Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer C  •  Expansive Language

God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are worthy of 
glory and praise.
    Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; the 
vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses 
and this fragile earth, our island home.
    By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 
with the capacity for memory, reason, and skill. You made us the stewards of 
your creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we 
turned against one another.
    Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your 
eternal Word, born of your servant Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for us 
the way of freedom and peace.
    By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation 
who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their 
unending hymn:

God be with you.
    And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
    We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord out God.
    It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on 
the night he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said the 
blessing,g, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
Remembering now his work of redemption and offering to you this sacrifice 
of thanksgiving,
    We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection as we await the day of his 
coming.
Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a 
new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify 
them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, 
one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
    Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about 
us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only 
and not for strength; for pardon only and not for renewal.
Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus Christ our 
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives 
honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.
    AMEN.

Sanctus    S 124
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The Lord’s Prayer  •  BCP 364   •  contemporary version
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen

The Breaking of the BreadThe Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem   S 154
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Invitation to Communion    
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

•  any baptized person from any Christian tradition who wishes to encounter the Real Presence of the 
    Risen Christ in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood is welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
    If you wish to learn more about the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, please speak with a priest or 
    deacon following the liturgy.
•  gluten free wafers are available; as you prepare to receive bread indicate your preference to the priest
•  if you would like to receive a blessing instead of Communion, 
    please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest

An Act of Spiritual Communion  •  for those attending virtually
Jesus, my Savior, I ask you to come into my heart and fill me with your love. Although 
I cannot physically join with others to celebrate the Eucharist today, I desire to offer my 
thanksgivings and prayers in union with all who worship you, wherever they may be. 
And although I cannot receive you now sacramentally in the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion, still I desire to receive your body and blood spiritually and feed on your 
love, that I may be united with you and with all your people in one communion and 
fellowship, your mystical body the church, now and ever more. Amen.
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Hymn   481      Rejoice, the Lord is King!
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Blessing

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came 
among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his 
blessing and set you free from all sin. 
    Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, 
make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. 
    Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his 
second Advent be rewarded with unending life. 
    Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 
    Amen.

Prayer after Communion
•  all stand;  said by all

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Savior. Amen.
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Concluding Hymn  72      Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes
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Postlude     O Word, that Goest Forth on High                                              Robert J. Powell

The Very Rev. Matthew Bradley, celebrant
The Rev. Dr. Eva Markham, deacon 

Dr. Mark Kano, choir director 
Denise Whittington, organist 

 Jerry Brown, Nick Teale, lectors 
 Tim Tice, intercessor

Ben Wilson, Betsy Marker, wreath candle lighters
Ruth Wukasch, Dorothy Converse, John Werst, Carolyn VanZant, chalice bearers 

Kim McDaniel, acolyte
Bill Shelton, altar guild

 Ruth Wukasch, Lee Cochran, Lea Ann Garbrough, greeters/ushers
 Patsy Meltons, bell ringer
Frazier Marsh, live stream

... as for 
me and my 
household,
we will
serve the
Lord
Joshua 24:15

W

serving today . . .

Dismissal
       Go in peace to love and serve Jesus Christ our Savior.
          Thanks be to God. 



Christ Church Cathedral Land Acknowledgement 

Christ Church Cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky 
gathers and stands on land which has been home, for over 11,000 
years, to primarily Shawnee, Cherokee, Osage, Haudenosaunee 

Seneca, Hopewell and Adena peoples.  
Today we acknowledge the role our Church has played in 

colonialism’s devasting legacy of death, stolen lands, dehumanizing 
removals, and forced assimilation of native people. 

We repent of our complicity in perpetuating the dominance of white 
European culture, even to the present day. 

We seek forgiveness. 
We honor the original peoples of this land and the presence of native 

people still living in Kentucky.  
We honor with respect their Elders, past, present, and future, their 

traditions, and the land itself. 
We commit to listen, learn, and walk in love.

Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky

Christ Church Cathedral

The Rt. Rev. Terry Allen White, Bishop
The Very Rev. Matthew Bradley, Dean
The Rev. Dr. Eva Markham, Deacon
Dr. Mark Kano, Music Director

421 South Second Street, Louisville, KY 40202
502-587-1354
www.christchurchlouky.org    •    info@christchurchlouky.org

N a church in the heart of the city with a heart for the city n

Denise Whittington, Organist 
Dr. Jack Ashworth, Associate Organist  
Susan Shockey, parish coordinator
Thomas Thill, Sacristan


