
Lessons and Carols
December 8, 2024   •   5:00 pm
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It is my pleasure to welcome you to Christ Church Episcopal Cathedral 
for this evening of Advent Lessons and Carols. Founded on May 31, 
1822 in what was then a western frontier town, this historic cathedral 
stands as the oldest house of worship in Louisville. The original 
structure was completed in 1824. As the Cathedral we are the seat of 
the Bishop of Kentucky and a resource to its congregations. Christ 
Church Cathedral embodies Christ by serving our neighbor so that we 
share together in the power of God’s unconditional love. 

The Service of Lessons and Carols tells the story of the fall of 
humanity and the promise of the Messiah as told in seven short Bible 
readings, interspersed with the singing of carols and hymns.  

We hope this evening will be a blessing to you and I invite you 
to worship with us again as we celebrate Christmas. We will 
have a festive Christmas Eve service at 10 pm, with a choral and 
instrumental prelude beginning at 9:30 pm. If you prefer an earlier 
worship time, Calvary Episcopal Church (821 S 4th St.) will have a 
service at 4 PM. And you can join us at the Cathedral on Christmas 
Day for worship at 10:30am. 

We pray that Christ’s unconditional love comes down to you this 
holy season and remains with you throughout the year to come.

The Very Reverend Matthew Bradley, Dean

WWelcomeelcome
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Prelude   Trumpeter’s Lullaby                                                            Leroy Anderson

Hymn 59     Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding

•  at the sound of the bells, all stand
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Let us pray. 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, 
and put upon us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in 
which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last 
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick 
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever.  
    Amen.

•  the officiant then says the Prayer for Light

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
    Thanks be to God.
Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  
No one lights a lamp to put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it 
gives light for everyone in the house.  And you, like the lamp, must shed light 
among your fellow men, so that they may see the good you do, and give glory 
to your Father in heaven.”

Hymn 25     O gracious Light
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The Bidding Prayer

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent let it be our care and delight to 
prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and 
mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger.
    Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God 
from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us 
by his holy Child; and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth 
with hymns and songs of praise.
    But first, let us pray; for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill 
over all the earth; for hearts to bring an end to gun violence; for the mission and 
unity of the Church for which he died, and especially his Church in this country 
and within this city.
    And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time 
remember in his name the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the opressed; 
the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the 
little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, 
or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.
    Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all 
those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that 
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 
and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.
    These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in 
the words Christ himself hath taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer   •   said by all
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.  Amen.

•  the bishop blesses the people, saying:

Almighty God bless us with his grace:  Christ give us the joys 
of everlasting life; may the King of Angels bring us all into the 
fellowship of the citizens above.    
    Amen
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First LessonFirst Lesson

Genesis 3:1-15                                             
       Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden.

Anthem     Jesus Christ the Apple Tree                                                 Howard Helvey

The tree of life my soul hath seen,
Laden with fruit and always green;
The trees of nature fruitless be,
Compared with Christ the apple tree.
His beauty doth all things excel,
By faith I know but ne’er can tell
The glory which I now can see,
In Jesus Christ the apple tree.

For happiness I long have sought,
And pleasure dearly I have bought;
I missed of all but now I see
‘Tis found in Christ the apple tree.
I’m weary with my former toil -
Here I will sit and rest awhile,
Under the shadow I will be,
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,
It keeps my dying faith alive;
Which makes my soul in haste to be
With Jesus Christ the apple tree.
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Second LessonSecond Lesson

Isaiah 40:1-11                                             
       God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption.

Hymn  67       Comfort, comfort ye my people



8

Third LessonThird Lesson

Isaiah 11:1-9                                             
       The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One.

Anthem     Spotless Rose                                                                                         Ola Gjeilo

A Spotless Rose is blowing
Sprung from a tender root
Of ancient seers’ foreshowing
Of Jesse promised fruit
Its fairest bud unfolds to light
Amid the cold, cold winter
And in the dark midnight

The Rose which I am singing
Whereof Isaiah said
Is from its sweet root springing
In Mary, purest Maid
Through God’s great love and might
The Blessed Babe she bare us
In a cold, cold winter’s night
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Fourth LessonFourth Lesson

Baruch 4:36-5:9                                             
       The scribe Baruch urges the people to look east because salvation is at hand.

Hymn  73        The King shall come when morning dawns
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Fifth LessonFifth Lesson

Micah 5:2-4                                             
       The one who is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Bethlehem.


an offering will be received during the singing of the following anthem 
which will go to support the music program

Anthem     Estampie natalis                                                                        Vaclav Nelhybel

Puer natus in Bethlehem, alleluia, Unde gaudet Jerusalem, alleluia. 
In cordis jubilo Christum natum adoremus sum novo cantico. 
Assumpsit carnem Filius, alleluia. Dei Patris altissimus, alleluia. 
In cordis jubilo Christum natum adoremus sum novo cantico. 
Per Gabrielem nuntium, alleluia. Virgo concepit Filium, alleluia. 
In cordis jubilo Christum natum adoremus sum novo cantico. 
Hic jacet in praesepio, alleluia. Qui regnat sine termino, alleluia. 
In cordis jubilo Christum natum adoremus sum novo cantico.

The boy born in Bethlehem, alleluia, Rejoice Jerusalem, alleluia. 
In joy of heart Let us adore the newborn Christ with a new song. 
The Son has assumed flesh, alleluia. The Father most high, alleluia. 
In joy of heart Let us adore the newborn Christ with a new song. 
Per Gabriel’s greeting, alleluia. The virgin conceived a Son, alleluia. 
In joy of heart Let us adore the newborn Christ with a new song. 
He lies in the manger, alleluia. He who rules without end, alleluia. 
In joy of heart Let us adore the newborn Christ with a new song.
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Sixth LessonSixth Lesson

Zephaniah 3: 14-18                                             
       The Lord will be among us; we are summoned to rejoice and sing.

Hymn  68        Rejoice! rejoice believers
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Seventh LessonSeventh Lesson

Luke 1:26-38                                             
       The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will 
      bear the Son of the Most High

Hymn        Hail! Blessed Virgin Mary!
              • found on the bulletin insert

Anthem     Ave Maria                                                                               Michael John Trotta
Ave Maria, gratia plena,
Maria, gratia plena,
Maria, gratia plena,
Ave, Ave, Dominus,
Dominus tecum.
Benedicta tu in mulieribus, et benedictus,
Et benedictus fructus ventris (tui),
Ventris tui, Jesus.
Ave Maria!
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei,
Ora pro nobis peccatoribus,
Ora, ora pro nobis;
Ora, ora pro nobis peccatoribus,
Nunc et in hora mortis,
In hora mortis nostrae.
In hora, hora mortis nostrae,
In hora mortis nostrae.
Ave Maria!

Hail Mary, full of grace,
Mary, full of grace,
Mary, full of grace,
Hail, Hail, the Lord
The Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed,
Blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
Thy womb, Jesus.
Hail Mary!
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Pray, pray for us;
Pray for us sinners,
Now, and at the hour of our death,
The hour of our death.
The hour, the hour of our death,
The hour of our death.
Hail Mary!
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Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dis / mayed.
    Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with / you.
Stand still, and ye shall see the salvation of the / Lord.
    Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with / you.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy / Ghost.
    Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with / you.

      •  a moment of silence is kept

We wait for thy loving kindness, O / Lord
    In the midst of thy tem / ple.

officiant
all

•  all stand

Episcopal Blessing

Our help is in the Name of the Lord.

The maker of heaven and earth.

Blessed be the Name of the Lord.

From this time forth for evermore.

 . . . the blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever.  

Amen. 

Closing Prayer
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; 
and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful 
grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and 
glory, world without end. 
    Amen.
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Postlude     Farandole                Georges Bizet/arr. Sue Mitchell-Wallace & John Head

Hymn  57      Lo! He comes with clouds descending     
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Hymn        Hail! Blessed Virgin Mary!



The Right Reverend Terry Allen White, officiant

The Reverend Canon Amy Real Coultas, chaplain

The Very Reverend Matthew Bradley, dean

The Reverend Doctor Eva Markham, deacon

Dean Matthew Bradley, Mike Wright, Jerry Brown 
Kent Echler, Bill Shelton, Deacon Eva Markham, Bishop Terry White, lectors

The Cathedral Choir  •  Mark Kano, choirmaster

Emma Christian, Tara Durnil, soloists

Denise Whittington, organ

Ian Schroeder, cello  •  Michael Hill, viola

Charlotte Roth, piccolo

Stacy Simpson, trumpet

Chase Edwards, Lani Lesch, Justin Loudermilk, percussion 

Graham Whatley, acolyte 

Bobbie Fritton, Suson Torok, Jim Monin, greeters/ushers 

John Kiesel, bell ringer

Tim Tice, live stream

The flowers on the pulpit are given in loving memory of
Andrea Morris and David Parson.



Christ Church Cathedral Land Acknowledgement 

Christ Church Cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky 
gathers and stands on land which has been home, for over 11,000 
years, to primarily Shawnee, Cherokee, Osage, Haudenosaunee 

Seneca, Hopewell and Adena peoples.  
Today we acknowledge the role our Church has played in 

colonialism’s devasting legacy of death, stolen lands, dehumanizing 
removals, and forced assimilation of native people. 

We repent of our complicity in perpetuating the dominance of white 
European culture, even to the present day. 

We seek forgiveness. 
We honor the original peoples of this land and the presence of native 

people still living in Kentucky.  
We honor with respect their Elders, past, present, and future, their 

traditions, and the land itself. 
We commit to listen, learn, and walk in love.

Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky

Christ Church Cathedral

The Rt. Rev. Terry Allen White, Bishop
The Very Rev. Matthew Bradley, Dean
The Rev. Dr. Eva Markham, Deacon
Dr. Mark Kano, Music Director

421 South Second Street, Louisville, KY 40202
502-587-1354
www.christchurchlouky.org    •    info@christchurchlouky.org

N a church in the heart of the city with a heart for the city n

Denise Whittington, Organist 
Dr. Jack Ashworth, Associate Organist  
Susan Shockey, parish coordinator
Thomas Thill, Sacristan


