
Norma Jean Laufer
1933-2025

February 1, 2025  •  11 am
+ Requiem Eucharist

Prelude    

•  at the sound of the bells, all stand

Hymn 603  When Christ was lifted from the earth
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•  all be seated
First Reading        Isaiah 61: 1-3

The spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me, because the Lord has anointed 
me; he has sent me to bring good 
news to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God; to 

Collect   
Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our 
understanding: Deal graciously with Norma’s family in 
their grief. Surround them with your love, that they may 
not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence 
in your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
    Amen.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
    Thanks be to God.

comfort all who mourn; to provide for 
those who mourn in Zion— to give 
them a garland instead of ashes, the 
oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a 
faint spirit. They will be called oaks 
of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, to display his glory. 

Liturgy of the WordLiturgy of the Word
Collect for Burial

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day 
our sister Norma. We thank you for giving her to us, her 
family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our 
earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us 
who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal 
life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course on 
earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have 
gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
    Amen.

God be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray.

The people’s 
responses 
throughout 
the liturgy are 
indicated in 
bold type.
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Second Reading        1 Corinthians 12: 1-11
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and 
sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 
You know that when you were pagans, 
you were enticed and led astray to idols 
that could not speak. Therefore I want you 
to understand that no one speaking by 
the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be 
cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” 
except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are 
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and 
there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone. To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. To one is given through the Spirit 
the utterance of wisdom, and to another 
the utterance of knowledge according to 
the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by 
the one Spirit, to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another 
the discernment of spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who 
allots to each one individually just as the 
Spirit chooses.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
    Thanks be to God.

Psalm  26   •  
Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; *
    I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.
Test me, O LORD, and try me; *
    examine my heart and my mind.
For your love is before my eyes; *
    I have walked faithfully with you.
I have not sat with the worthless, *
    nor do I consort with the deceitful.
I have hated the company of evildoers; *
    I will not sit down with the wicked.
I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, *
    that I may go in procession round your altar,
Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving *
    and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
LORD, I love the house in which you dwell *
    and the place where your glory abides.
Do not sweep me away with sinners, *
    nor my life with those who thirst for blood,
Whose hands are full of evil plots, *
    and their right hand full of bribes.
As for me, I will live with integrity; *
    redeem me, O LORD, and have pity on me.
My foot stands on level ground; *
    in the full assembly I will bless the LORD.
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Hymn WLP 800     Precious Lord, take my hand
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‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling-places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I 

Gospel        John 14: 1-6

am, there you may be also. And you know 
the way to the place where I am going.’ 
Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ, according to John.
    Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel of our Savior.
    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Apostles’ Creed   •   said by all
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead.
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Homily      The Very Reverend Matthew Bradley

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, 
let us proclaim our faith and say,
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Prayers of the People  •  led by the intercessor

For our sister Norma, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, 
“I am Resurrection and I am Life.”
Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us 
who mourn for Norma, and dry the tears of those who weep.
    Hear us, Lord.
You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.
    Hear us, Lord.
You raised the dead to life; give to our sister eternal life.
    Hear us, Lord.
You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our sister to the 
joys of heaven.
    Hear us, Lord.
Our sister was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give 
her fellowship with all your saints.
    Hear us, Lord.
She was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant her a place at the 
table in your heavenly kingdom.
    Hear us, Lord.
Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our sister; let our faith be our 
consolation, and eternal life our hope.

Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our sister Norma, who was 
reborn by water and the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that her death 
may recall to us your victory over death, and be an occasion for us 
to renew our trust in your Father’s love. Give us, we pray, the faith 
to follow where you have led the way; and where you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages. 
    Amen.

•  the celebrant concludes:

The Peace    •    all greet one another in the name of the Lord
       The peace of Christ be always with you.
          And also with you. 



7

Liturgy of the AltarLiturgy of the Altar

Eucharistic Prayer A  •   Expansive Language

Offertory Anthem   Goin’ Home                                         Robert Lehman

The Great ThanksgivingThe Great Thanksgiving

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and 
comforts us with the blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful 
people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body lies in 
death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:

celebrant people

celebrant

celebrant

people

people

Goin’ home, goin’ home,
Lord I’m goin’ home.
No more tears, no more cares,
No more grief to bear,
Jesus, Jesus is waiting over there.
All the saints in heav’n above,
all the saints we knew,
gone home to Jesus,
I am goin’ too.
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Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and 
death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
God and maker of all.  
Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
    Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we offer you these gifts.

Sanctus   S 129
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The Lord’s Prayer  •  contemporary version
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen

 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and 
in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
God, now and for ever.

The Great Amen
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The Breaking of the BreadThe Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem    S155

An Act of Spiritual Communion
Jesus, my Savior, I ask you to come into my heart and fill me with your love. Although 
I cannot physically join with others to celebrate the Eucharist today, I desire to offer my 
thanksgivings and prayers in union with all who worship you, wherever they may be. 
And although I cannot receive you now sacramentally in the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion, still I desire to receive your body and blood spiritually and feed on your 
love, that I may be united with you and with all your people in one communion and 
fellowship, your mystical body the church, now and ever more. Amen.

•  for those attending virtually

Invitation to Communion    

•  any baptized person from any Christian tradition who wishes to encounter the 
    Real Presence of the Risen Christ in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood is welcome 
    to receive Holy Communion. If you wish to learn more about the Sacrament of 
    Holy Baptism, please speak with a priest or deacon following the liturgy.
•  if you would like to receive a blessing instead of Communion, 
    please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest
•  gluten free wafers are available; as you prepare to receive bread indicate your 
    preference to the priest

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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Hymn 662  Abide with me: fast falls the eventide
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Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed 
us with the spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of your 
Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly 
banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in 
affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where 
there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy 
with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

             • all stand
Prayer after Communion   •   said by all

Blessing

The Commendation

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
    where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.
You only are immortal, the creator and maker of humankind; and we are 
mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return.  For so did you 
ordain when you created me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.” All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our 
song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
    Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and 
    pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Norma. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of 
your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  Receive her into the arms 
of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious 
company of the saints in light.  
    Amen.

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through 
the blood of the eternal covenant: Make you perfect in 
every good work to do God’s will, working in you that 
which is well-pleasing in the sight of God; through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
    Amen

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve Jesus Christ our Savior.
          Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 671     Amazing grace! how sweet the sound

Postlude    
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A woman of many talents, Norma enjoyed entertaining 
friends, family, and special guests alike with her husband 
in their Old Louisville home, where they lived for 25 
years. Her passions included gardening and cooking, 
which were adored by the many who passed through 
her doors either on the Old Louisville Garden Tour or 
for one of her illustrious parties. Her kind heart cared 
for many animals throughout her life and her smile was 
always a joyous sight at Christ Church Cathedral.
In passing, she is reunited with her beloved husband of 
28 years, Robert B. Laufer Jr., her cherished daughter, 
Stacy Forster (John), and her grandson Stephen Walker. 
She’s remembered fondly by her daughter, Brenda 
Runner; son, Steven Walker (Jennifer); stepchildren, 
Robert N. Laufer III (Tim Gribas) and Lisa B. Laufer; 
stepbrother, James Voyles; and her cat, Chester. Norma 
is also remembered by four grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren, and her closest friends.
The family would like to extend our deepest gratitude 
to Joan Walker, who compassionately cared for her 
these last several years, and the staff at the Episcopal 
Church Home.

Norma Jean Laufer
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The Very Rev. Matthew Bradley, officiant

The Rev. Dr. Eva Markham, deacon

Dr. James Rightmyer, music director & organist

Brenda Runner, Jim Collings, lectors

Catharine Young, intercessor

Dorothy Converse, Mike DaRif, Judy Donahue, Marilyn Werst, eucharistic ministers 

Steve Walker, Kyle Kruszewski, Rob Laufer, John Forster, 
Jerry Runner, Scott Magruder, pall bearers

Tom Thill, acolyte 

Carol Brown, Sissy Lanier, Jim Monin, Carolyn VanZant, greeters/ushers 

 Louise Isaacs, bell ringer

Tim Tice,  live stream



Christ Church Cathedral Land Acknowledgement 

Christ Church Cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky 
gathers and stands on land which has been home, for over 11,000 
years, to primarily Shawnee, Cherokee, Osage, Haudenosaunee 

Seneca, Hopewell and Adena peoples.  
Today we acknowledge the role our Church has played in 

colonialism’s devasting legacy of death, stolen lands, dehumanizing 
removals, and forced assimilation of native people. 

We repent of our complicity in perpetuating the dominance of white 
European culture, even to the present day. 

We seek forgiveness. 
We honor the original peoples of this land and the presence of native 

people still living in Kentucky.  
We honor with respect their Elders, past, present, and future, their 

traditions, and the land itself. 
We commit to listen, learn, and walk in love.

Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky

Christ Church Cathedral

The Rt. Rev. Terry Allen White, Bishop
The Very Rev. Matthew Bradley, Dean
The Rev. Dr. Eva Markham, Deacon
Dr. Jack Ashworth, Associate Organist

421 South Second Street, Louisville, KY 40202
502-587-1354
ccclou.org    •    info@christchurchlouky.org

N a church in the heart of the city with a heart for the city n

Dr. James Rightmyer,  Music Director & Organist
Susan Shockey, Parish Coordinator
Thomas Thill, Sacristan


