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WWelcomeelcome

The Angels Sing This Day                                                                              Sarah MacDonald

The angels sing this day, and so will I.
Now in a manger lies the eternal Word:
The Word He is, yet can no speech afford;
He is the Bread of Life, yet hungry lies;
The Living Fountain, yet for drink He cries;
The angels sing this day, and so will I.
He cannot help or clothe Himself at need
Who did the lilies clothe and ravens feed;
He is the Light of Lights, yet now doth shroud
His glory with our nature as a cloud.
The angels sing this day, and so will I.
Christ had four beds and those not soft nor brave:
The Virgin’s womb, the manger, cross, and grave.
The angels sing this day, and so will I
That have more reason to be glad than they.
                     — Rowland Watkyns, from Upon Christ’s Nativity

Behold, the dwelling of God is with creation.
    He will dwell with us and we shall be his people.
God himself is with us. Alleluia.
    Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the
brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known
the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he
lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  
      Amen.
       • while the following anthem is sung, the Christ Candle and
          other candles throughout the nave are lit

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Prelude     Oratorio de Noel, Op. 12 - I. Prélude                                     Camille Saint-Saëns

•  Nave services may be livestreamed for our online congregation. Cameras focus primarily 
on vested ministers, but others in the cathedral may also be visible in live or archived video.
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The Wexford Carol                                                                                      arr. Howard Helvey

Away in a Manger                                  Traditional Normandy tune, arr. Reginald Jacques

Good people all, this Christmas time,
Consider well and bear in mind
What our good God for us has done,
In sending His beloved Son.
With Mary holy we should pray,
To God with love this Christmas Day;
In Bethlehem upon the morn,
There was a blest Messiah born.

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep
Their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep;
To whom God’s angel did appear
Which put the shepherds in great fear.
”Prepare and go,” the angels said,
”To Bethlehem, be not afraid;
For there you’ll find, this happy morn,
A princely babe, sweet Jesus born”

With thankful heart and joyful mind,
The shepherds went the babe to find,
And as God’s angel has foretold,
They did our Savior Christ behold.
Within a manger He was laid
And by His side the virgin maid,
Attending to the Lord of Life,
Who came on earth to end all strife.
                                    — Traditional Irish Carol

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The Stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 
                                                                                         — Anon.
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In the Bleak Midwinter                                                                                           Harold Darke
In the bleak midwinter,
Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone.
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.
Our God, heaven cannot hold him,
Nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away,
When he comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter,
A stable place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty,
Jesus Christ.

Enough for him whom cherubim
Worship night and day,
A breastful of milk
And a mangerful of hay.
Enough for him
Whom angels fall down before,
The ox and ass and camel,
Which adore.
What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd,
I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise man,
I would do my part.
Yet what I can I give him,
Give my heart.
                                — Christina Rossetti

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light from (The Christmas Oratorio)                 J. S. Bach
Break forth, O Beauteous hevenly light,
And usher in the morning;
Ye shepherds, shrink not with affright,
But hear the angel’s warning.
This Child, now weak in infancy,
Our confidence and joy shall be,
The power of Satan breaking,
Our peace eternal making.
                                                               — Johann Rist
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The First Nowell                                                                                            arr. David Willcocks

The first Nowell the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds 
    in fields as they lay,
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
    refrain:
    Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
    Born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night. 
    refrain
And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went. 
    refrain

This star drew nigh to the northwest;
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
And there it did both stop and stay,
Right over the place where Jesus lay.  
    refrain
Then entered in those wise men three,
Full reverently upon their knee,
And offered there in his presence
Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.
     refrain
Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
That hath made heaven and earth of nought,
And with his blood our life hath bought. 
     refrain
                                    — English Traditional Carol
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Processional Hymn  83           O come all ye faithful                   

•  at the sound of the bells, all stand
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Station at the Christmas Creche

The word was made flesh and dwelt among us:
    And we beheld his glory.
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, you have given us a new revelation of 
your loving providence in the Coming of your Son Jesus Christ to be 
born of the Virgin Mary: Grant that as he shared our mortality, so we 
may share his eternity in the glory of your kingdom; where he lives and 
reigns for ever and ever. 
    Amen.

Opening Acclamation

Unto us a child is born.  Alleluia, alleluia.

Come, let us adore him.  Alleluia, alleluia.

W



8

Song of Praise  •  Hymn 96            Angels we have heard on high
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Collect for the Second Sunday in Lentcelebrant                                        people                                       celebrant

God be with you.               And also with you.           Let us pray.          

Amen

Collect for the Incarnation

Liturgy of the WordLiturgy of the Word

Almighty God, you have given your only begotten Son to take our nature 
upon him, and to be born [this day] of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who 
have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may 
daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever.

•  all be seated

First Reading        Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness
      have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
      on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
      you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
      as with joy at the harvest,
      as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
      and the bar across their shoulders,
      the rod of their oppressor,
      you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
      and all the garments rolled in blood
      shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
      a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
      and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
      Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
      and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
      He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
      from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
    Thanks be to God.
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Psalm     96   •   sung by the choir                                                                       Austin Echols

Sing to the Lord a new song; *
    sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations *
    and his wonders among all peoples.
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
    he is more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
    but it is the Lord who made the heavens.
Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
    Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
    ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *
    bring offerings and come into his courts.
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
    let the whole earth tremble before him.
Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is King! *
    he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
    he will judge the peoples with equity.”
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
    let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes, *
    when he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness *
    and the peoples with his truth.
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Second Reading        Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation to all, training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, 
and in the present age to live lives that 
are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
while we wait for the blessed hope and 

the manifestation of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity and purify for himself 
a people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
    Thanks be to God.
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Hymn  324    Let all mortal flesh keep silence
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Gospel        Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from 
Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the 
first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn.
      In that region there were shepherds 
living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see--I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is 

born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying,
      “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors!”
      When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known what 
had been told them about this child; 
and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. 
But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
    Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel of our Savior.
    Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Sermon       The  Right Reverend Terry Allen White

Prayers of the People

       • the deacon says:
Almighty God, as we kneel with the shepherds at the stable, at the birth of Christ your 
Son, the Prince of Peace, may we be inspired by the acceptance of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and the humility and obedience of Saint Joseph, and may our prayers rise up to 
you, saying ‘Come, let us adore Him.’.
       • the intercessor continues:
Let us pray for the Church Universal throughout the world; and particularly for Sarah, 
chosen to be Archbishop of Canterbury, for Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Terry our 
own Bishop, for all bishops, priests and deacons, and for all who minister to God’s 
people, saying
      Come, let us adore Him.
Let us pray for our country, and for our elected leaders and representatives, especially 
President Trump, Vice President Vance, Governors Beshear and Braun, and for those 
newly elected to office, that we may be governed rightly and wisely, and led in peace, saying
      Come, let us adore Him.
Let us pray for peace throughout the world, especially in Ukraine, Sudan and the Middle 
East, saying
      Come, let us adore Him.

Nicene Creed  •  all stand   
We believe in one God, the Father, the 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light,true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen.
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Dean’s Welcome

Let us pray for all who are in danger, for all victims of hunger and natural disasters, and 
for all those displaced by oppressive governments, saying
      Come, let us adore Him.
Let us pray for the needs, concerns and thanksgivings of those who have asked for 
our prayers, especially Judy Donahue, Kitten Lawless, George Hubbard, Robert 
Huffman, Carlos LaGantta, Ginger Shackleton, Dean Weller and Marcia Wilmet, for 
those who celebrate a birthday, Angie Halliday, Vickie James, George Hubbard, Edgar 
Wallace and John Kiesel,  for the anniversary of Jan & Konrad Margerum, and for 
those whom we now mention either silently or aloud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , as we say
      Come, let us adore Him.
Let us pray for those who have died or are nearing death, and for those whom we now 
mention either silently or aloud, . . . . . . . . . . . . , that they may in peace behold your face in 
your eternal kingdom, saying
      Come, let us adore Him.

          •   the celebrant concludes:
All loving and gracious God, we thank you for gracing us with the gift of your Son. 
Confident of your continuing love for us, we have placed our needs before you. Hear 
and answer our prayers, through that same Christ, newly born this night, our Lord and 
Savior, forever and ever. 
    Amen.

The Peace    •    all greet one another in the name of the Lord
       The peace of Christ be always with you.
          And also with you. 
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Liturgy of the AltarLiturgy of the Altar

What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,
And give the honor to this day
That sees December turned to May.
Why does the chilling winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn
Thus, on the sudden? Come and see
The cause, why things thus fragrant be:
‘Tis he is born, whose quickening birth
Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To Heaven and the under-earth.
We see him come, and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.
The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room
To welcome him, to welcome him.
The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart,
Which we will give him; and bequeath
This holly and this ivy wreath,
To do him honour; who’s our King
And Lord of all this revelling.
What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heavenly King?
                                                — Robert Herrick (alt.)

Offertory Anthem        What Sweeter Music                                             John Rutter

You can make a gift in support of the Cathedral’s 
ministry online by scanning the QR code or going to 
https://abundant.co/christchurchlouky/give
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The Great ThanksgivingThe Great Thanksgiving

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by 
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfectly human of the 
flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from 
the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Eucharistic Prayer B  •  Expansive Language

celebrant people

celebrant

celebrant

people

people
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Sanctus   S 128

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love  which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling  of Israel to be your people; in your Word spo-
ken through the  prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  For in 
these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from  the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world.  In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us 
worthy  to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error  into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took  bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and  gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body,  which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
    We remember Christ’s death,
    We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
    We await Christ’s coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; present-
ing to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
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The Great Amen

be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to 
you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things 
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with [ _______and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. 
    AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer  •  contemporary version
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen
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The Breaking of the BreadThe Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem    WLP 866

An Act of Spiritual Communion
Jesus, my Savior, I ask you to come into my heart and fill me with your love. Although 
I cannot physically join with others to celebrate the Eucharist today, I desire to offer my 
thanksgivings and prayers in union with all who worship you, wherever they may be. 
And although I cannot receive you now sacramentally in the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion, still I desire to receive your body and blood spiritually and feed on your 
love, that I may be united with you and with all your people in one communion and 
fellowship, your mystical body the church, now and ever more. Amen.

Invitation to Communion    
•  any baptized person from any Christian tradition who wishes to encounter the Real Presence of the 
    Risen Christ in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood is welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
    If you wish to learn more about the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, please speak with a priest or 
    deacon following the liturgy.
•  if you would like to receive a blessing instead of Communion, 
    please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest
•  gluten free wafers are available; as you prepare to receive bread indicate your preference to the priest

•  for those attending virtually
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Hymn  78    O little town of Bethlehem
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Hymn  89    It came upon a midnight clear

•  during the following hymn candles are lighted
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Prayer after Communion
•  all stand  –  said by all

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Savior. Amen.
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Hymn  111      Silent night
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Episcopal Blessing

Our help is in the Name of the Lord.

         The maker of heaven and earth.

Blessed be the Name of the Lord.

         From this time forth for evermore.

 . . . the blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever.     

         Amen. 
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Concluding Hymn   87       Hark the herald angels sing 
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Postlude     On Christmas Night                                                                Noel Rawsthorne

Dismissal

The Rt. Rev. Terry White, celebrant
The Rev. Canon Amy Real Coultas  •  The Rev. Canon Jason Lewis

The Rev. Canon Brian Ponder
The Very Rev. Matthew Bradley, dean

The Rev. Charles Myers, associate dean 
The Rev. Dr. Eva Markham, deacon 

Austin Echols, organist & choir director
Randy Peters, Jan Margerum, lectors 

Hunter Lumbatis, intercessor
Randy Peters, Marilyn Werst, Brenda Runner, Jan Margerum, eucharistic ministers

Henry Lawrence, Kim McDaniel, Hunter Lumbais, acolytes, 
Benjamin Wilson, thurifer

Tom Thill, altar guild
Bobbie Fritton, Lea Ann Garbrough, Jim Monin, Ben Wilson, greeters/ushers

John Kiesel, bell ringer
Tim Tice, live stream

Go in peace to love and serve Jesus Christ our Savior.
          Thanks be to God. 

facebook.com/ChristChurchLouKY

youtube.com/@ChristChurchLou

Music and texts are reprinted/streamed with permission
under ONE LICENSE #A-715318. All rights reserved.
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Dave and Ann Barbieri 
    in memory of their parents 
W. Thomas Cooper and M. Austin Cooper 
    in memory of Dale Carter Cooper, William Carter Cooper, Courtney Thomas Cooper 
Michael Ellis 
    in memory of Jan A. Ellis 
Vance and Bobbie Fritton 
    in honor of the Cathedral Choir 
Cynthia Fanning and Kirt and Bing Jacobs 
    in memory of Norm Fanning and Merle Schott 
Jan and Konrad Margerum 
    in memory of Wanda and Ryan 
Jerry Marsh 
    in memory of Lillian & Harry Marsh, Sue & John Koenig
Tandy Patrick
    in gratitude for God’s blessings
Brenda Runner 
    in memory of Norma Laufer & Bob Laufer 
Bill Shelton and Kent Echler 
    in memory of their parents 
Susan Shockey 
    in memory of: Rev. Walter & Bonnie Rauh 
Leonard F. Sjogren 
    in honor of the Ministry to those on the Edges 
    in memory of Fredrick, Bernice, and Ingrid Sjogren 
Ann Velom
    in memory of The Rev. Timothy Vellom, Bitsy & Rollins Rubsamen
Jim Walsh and Marie Eff 
    in memory of Erich Eff and Patrick Walsh 
Leta Watson 
    in memory of Mr. Mac 
John and Marilyn Werst 
    in honor of the Cathedral Staff
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Christ Church Cathedral Land Acknowledgement 

Christ Church Cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky 
gathers and stands on land which has been home, for over 11,000 
years, to primarily Shawnee, Cherokee, Osage, Haudenosaunee 

Seneca, Hopewell and Adena peoples.  
Today we acknowledge the role our Church has played in 

colonialism’s devasting legacy of death, stolen lands, dehumanizing 
removals, and forced assimilation of native people. 

We repent of our complicity in perpetuating the dominance of white 
European culture, even to the present day. 

We seek forgiveness. 
We honor the original peoples of this land and the presence of native 

people still living in Kentucky.  
We honor with respect their Elders, past, present, and future, their 

traditions, and the land itself. 
We commit to listen, learn, and walk in love.
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