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Blessing of CandlesBlessing of Candles
Blessing of ThroatsBlessing of Throats

Eve of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple





3

Let us go forth in peace.
    In the name of Christ. Amen.

Let us pray.
O God, source of all light, today you revealed to the aged Simeon your 
light which enlightens the nations. Fill our hearts with the light of faith, 
that we who bear these candles may walk in the path of goodness, 
through Jesus Christ the Light of the World. 
    Amen.

• candles for the procession are lit while the following chant is sung

       •  the presider blesses the candles for the blessing of throats

Almighty and merciful God, who has created all things by the power of 
your Word, and who, for our salvation, has willed that the same Word, 
by whom all things were made, should become incarnate; you who are 
great and does wondrous things, awesome and worthy of praise: for the 
confession of whose faith the glorious Martyr and Bishop Blaise, spurning 
torment, was counted worthy to receive the martyr’s palm: to whom you 
granted the virtue of healing illnesses of the throat through your almighty 
power; we humbly ask your majesty that, regarding not our sins, you 
would deign to bless this creature of wax, sanctifying it and hallowing 
it with your grace: that all who with faith receive its touch, may be freed 
from all ailments of the throat, and being restored to health, may offer 
thanksgiving in your holy Church for your grace by praising your glorious 
Name, which is worthy of eternal blessing, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
    Amen.

       • the candles may then be sprinkled with holy water

• the deacon says:
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EvensongEvensong

Preces    S26                                                            

Invitatory and Psalter

Phos Hilaron   Hail, gladdening light                                 Charles Wood

Hail, gladdening light, of his pure glory poured
Who is the immortal Father, heavenly, blest,
Holiest of holies, Jesu Christ, our Lord.
Now we are come to the sun’s hour of rest,
The lights of evening round us shine,
We hymn the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit Divine.
Wothiest art thou at all times to be sung
With undefiled tongue,
Son of our God, giver of life alone!
Therefore in all the world thy glories, Lord, they own.
                                   2nd or 3rd century, trans. John Keble (1792-1866)

officiant

people

officiant and people

          except during Lent, may be added
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Psalm   122                                                                                                      Thomas Norris

I was glad when they said to me, *
    “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
Now our feet are standing *
    within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city *
    that is at unity with itself;
 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, *
    the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the LORD.
For there are the thrones of judgment, *
    the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
    “May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls *
    and quietness within your towers.
For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
    I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the LORD our God, *
    I will seek to do you good.”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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•  silence is kept after each reading for reflection

The Readings

In due time Hannah conceived and bore a 
son. She named him Samuel, for she said, 
“I have asked him of the Lord.” The man 
Elkanah and all his household went up to 
offer to the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and 
to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, 
for she said to her husband, “As soon as 
the child is weaned, I will bring him, that 
he may appear in the presence of the Lord, 
and remain there forever; I will offer him 
as a nazirite for all time.” Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Do what seems best 
to you, wait until you have weaned him; 
only—may the Lord establish his word.” 
So the woman remained and nursed her 

First Reading       1 Samuel 1:20-28a
son, until she weaned him. When she had 
weaned him, she took him up with her, 
along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah 
of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought 
him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh; and 
the child was young. Then they slaughtered 
the bull, and they brought the child to 
Eli. And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you 
live, my lord, I am the woman who was 
standing here in your presence, praying 
to the Lord. For this child I prayed; and 
the Lord has granted me the petition that I 
made to him. Therefore I have lent him to 
the Lord; as long as he lives, he is given to 
the Lord.” She left him there for the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
    Thanks be to God.

Magnificat (in C)                                                                       Charles Stanford
My soul doth magnify the Lord, *
    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded *
    the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth *
    all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, *
    and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him *
    throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; *
    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, *
    and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, *
    and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, *
    as he promised to our forefathers,
    Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are children of God. For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received a spirit 
of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him 
so that we may also be glorified with 
him. 18I consider that the sufferings 

of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory about to 
be revealed to us. For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God; for 
the creation was subjected to futility, 
not of its own will but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. 

Second Reading     Romans 8:14-21

Nunc dimittis (in C)                                                              Charles Stanford

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, *
    according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, *
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, *
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen

The Word of the Lord.
    Thanks be to God.
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The Apostles’ Creed

•  all stand

officiant

all

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
    born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
    was crucified, dead, and buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven,
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
    the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting.  Amen.

The Prayers

The Responses                                                                                

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,	
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done,		
    on earth as it is in heaven.	  
Give us this day our daily bread.	
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 		
    who trespass against us.	
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
Amen	

officiant

officiant and people

officiantpeople
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Suffrages   S 22                                                                  
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Anthem    O nata lux                                              Morten Lauridsen
O nata lux de lumine,
Jesu redemptor saeculi,
Dignare clemens supplicum
Laudes precesque sumere.
Qui carne quondam contegi
Dignatus es pro perditis,
Nos membra confer effici
Tui beati corporis.

•  an offering will be received during the singing of the anthem which
    will go to the support of the Cathedral Arts Program

•  all be seated
Dean’s Welcome

O Light born of Light,
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
with loving-kindness deign to receive
suppliant praise and prayer.
Thou who once deigned to be clothed in flesh
for the sake of the lost,
grant us to be members
of thy blessed body.

Collect of the Day                                                                                       

Collect for Sundays                                                                                       

Collect                                                                          

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly beseech thee that, as thy 
only begotten Son was this day presented in the temple, so we may be 
presented unto thee with pure and clean hearts by the same thy Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   
    Amen.

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the 
powers of death and prepared for us our place in the new Jerusalem: 
Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for his resurrection, may 
praise thee in that City of which he is the light; and where he liveth and 
reigneth for ever and ever.     
    Amen.

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, 
and give thine angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord 
Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the 
afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love’s sake. 
    Amen.
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The General Thanksgiving   •  said by all

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving kindness to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to thy service,
and by walking before thee
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen

•  all stand

Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through 
thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name thou wilt be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires 
and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.  
    Amen.

Dismissal

officiant

all

The Grace

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
                                                                               Romans 15:13
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Hymn 257   O Zion, open wide thy gates

Postlude   Improvisation                                                                   Robert Lee
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              • traditionally, this blessing for health is given on February 3, the feast of 
                 Saint Blaise, Bishop and Martyr—however, it may be given as desired at 

          any time during the year, and in any place

        • placing the two candles in the form of a cross, the celebrant applies 
           them to the throats of those who desire the blessing, saying:

+  Through the intercession of blessed Blaise, may God free you from all 
illness of the throat, and from all other ailments: In the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The Blessing of ThroatsThe Blessing of Throats

Saint Blaise was the Bishop of Sebaste in Armenia 
(modern Turkey) around 1,700 years ago. There are 

many versions of his life but he is best known 
for healing the sick—even animals would 

come to him to be cured. On his way to 
prison, Saint Blaise met a mother whose 

son was choking to death on a fish bone. 
He cured the boy and to show her 
gratitude, the mother brought candles 
to light his prison cell. In another 
version of the story, Saint Blaise met 
a woman whose pig had been taken 
by a wolf. He commanded the wolf to 
return the pig and it was this woman 
who brought the candles for his cell. 
In prison, Saint Blaise was ordered 
to renounce his faith. He refused so 
was beaten with wool combs and 
beheaded. After his death, he was 
made a saint and has become the 
patron saint of wool combers, wild 
animals, candle makers and ailments 
of the throat.
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The Very Rev. Matthew Bradley, officiant
 The Rev. Charles Myers, associate dean 

The Rev. Dr. Eva Markham, deacon 
Austin Echols, organist & choir director

Jan Margerum, Bryan Platt, lectors 
Blossom Marshall acolyte

Carol Brown, Bobbie Fritton, Jim Monin, greeters/ushers
  Rob Guillen, bell ringer

Tim Tice, live stream

... as for 
me and my 
household,
we will
serve the
Lord
Joshua 24:15

W

serving today . . .
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Christ Church Cathedral Land Acknowledgement 

Christ Church Cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky 
gathers and stands on land which has been home, for over 11,000 
years, to primarily Shawnee, Cherokee, Osage, Haudenosaunee 

Seneca, Hopewell and Adena peoples.  
Today we acknowledge the role our Church has played in 

colonialism’s devasting legacy of death, stolen lands, dehumanizing 
removals, and forced assimilation of native people. 

We repent of our complicity in perpetuating the dominance of white 
European culture, even to the present day. 

We seek forgiveness. 
We honor the original peoples of this land and the presence of native 

people still living in Kentucky.  
We honor with respect their Elders, past, present, and future, their 

traditions, and the land itself. 
We commit to listen, learn, and walk in love.
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