Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 15, 2026 ¢ 10:30 am
+ Holy Echarist
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Lent is a season of repentance and renewal during which we prepare to
celebrate the mystery of Christ’s Resurrection. The church itself reflects
the austerity of the season by the removal of ornate fixtures, appointments,
and vessels. Some find kneeling where indicated in the service bulletin,
or bowing if unable to kneel, to be a helpful spiritual practice during this
penitential season. However one chooses to observe the season, the desired
end is to draw nearer to Jesus as we worship together.



Mcome

* Nave services may be livestreamed for our online congregation. Cameras focus primarily
on vested ministers, but others in the cathedral may also be visible in live or archived video.

Prelude In Green Pastures Harold Darke
Hymn 493 O for a thousand tongues to sing
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a thou-sand tongues to sing my dear Re - deem - er’s praise,
2 My g‘ra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro-claim
3 Je - sus! the Name that charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease;
4 He speaks; and, lis - tening to his voice, new life the dead re - ceive,
5 Hear him, ye deaf; ye voice - less ones, your loos-ened tongues em - ploy;
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1 the glo-ries of my God and King, the tri - umphs of  his gracel
2 and spread throughall the earth a -broad the hon-ors of thy Name.
3 ’'tis mu-sic in the sin -ner’s ears, ’tis life and health and peace.
4 the mourn-ful bro - ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.
5 ye blind, be - hold, your Sa - vior comes; and leap, ye' lame, for joy!
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6 Glory to God and praise and love
be now and ever given
by saints below and saints above,
the Church in earth and heaven.



Opening Acclamation

celebrant
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Bless-ed be God who forgives all 01.1r sins.

people
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God’s mercy en-dures for ev - er.

Setting: Ambrosian chant; adapt. Mason Martens (b. 1933)

Penitential Order BCP 351

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us with confidence
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:14,16

* bidden by the deacon
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

® all kneel, said by all

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

Amen.
Kyrie
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Lord, have mer - cy, Christ, have mer-cy, Lord, have mer-cy up - on us.



Liturcy oF THE WORD

Collect for the Fourth Sunday.in Lent

First Reading

celebrant people celebrant
God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from
heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give
us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
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e qll be seated
1 Samuel 16:1-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will
you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn
with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse
the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said,
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill
me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with
you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the
Lord.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will
show you what you shall do; and you shall
anoint for me the one whom I name to you.”
Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do
you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably;
I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify
yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his
sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab
and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is
now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to
Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or
on the height of his stature, because I have

rejected him; for the Lord does not see

as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the
heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and
made him pass before Samuel. He said,
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”
Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And
he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this
one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse,
“The Lord has not chosen any of these.”
Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons
here?” And he said, “There remains yet
the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring
him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.” He sent and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes,
and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise
and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed
him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon
David from that day forward. Samuel then
set out and went to Ramah.
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Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

Thanks be to God.



Psalm 23 John Cantrell
The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name’'s sake.

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Second Reading  Ephesians 5:8-14

Once you were darkness, but now in the darkness, but instead expose them. For
Lord you are light. Live as children of it is shameful even to mention what
light— for the fruit of the light is found such people do secretly; but everything
in all that is good and right and true. Try exposed by the light becomes visible,
to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. for everything that becomes visible is
Take no part in the unfruitful works of light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



Hymn 490 I want to walk as a child of the light
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1 I want to walk as a child of the light.
2 I want to see.__. the  bright-ness of God.
3 I'm look -ing - for___  the com - ing  of Christ.
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I want to fol - low Je - sus.
I want to look at- Je - sus,
1 want to be with Je - sus.
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God set the stars to give light to the world. The

Clear sun of right-eous - ness, shine on my path, and

When we have run___  with pa - tience the race, we
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star  of my life s Je - sus.
show me the way to the Fa ther.
shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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Shine in  my heart,
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Words: Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934)

Music: Houston, Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934) Irr. with Refrain

‘Words, Music: Copyright ® 1970, 1975, Celebration.

Gospel  John 9:1-41

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ, according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to
blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his (which means Sent). Then he went and
parents, that h? was bqrn blind?” Jesus washed and came back able to see. The
answered, “Neither this man nor his neighbors and those who had seen him
parents sinned; he was born blind so that  before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this
God’s works might be revealed in him. not the man who used to sit and beg?”
We must work the works of him who sent  Some were saying, “It is he.” Others
me while it is day; night is coming when were saying, “No, but it is someone like
no one can work. As long as I am in the him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”
world, I am the light of the world.” When  But they kept asking him, “Then how
he had said this, he spat on the ground were your eyes opened?” He answered,

and made mud with the saliva and spread  “The man called Jesus made



mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to
me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went
and washed and received my sight.” They
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do
not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man
who had formerly been blind. Now it was
a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud
and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees
also began to ask him how he had
received his sight. He said to them, “He
put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and
now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God, for he does
not observe the sabbath.” But others said,
“How can a man who is a sinner perform
such signs?” And they were divided. So
they said again to the blind man, “What
do you say about him? It was your eyes
he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had
been blind and had received his sight
until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?”
His parents answered, “We know that this
is our son, and that he was born blind;
but we do not know how it is that now
he sees, nor do we know who opened his
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak
for himself.” His parents said this because
they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews
had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would
be put out of the synagogue. Therefore
his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

So for the second time they called the
man who had been blind, and they said
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that
this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I
do not know whether he is a sinner. One

The Gospel of our Savior.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

thing I do know, that though I was blind,
now I see.” They said to him, “What did
he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” He answered them, “I have told
you already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?”
Then they reviled him, saying, “You

are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. We know that God has spoken

to Moses, but as for this man, we do

not know where he comes from.” The
man answered, “Here is an astonishing
thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We
know that God does not listen to sinners,
but he does listen to one who worships
him and obeys his will. Never since

the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born
blind. If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” They answered him,
“You were born entirely in sins, and are
you trying to teach us?” And they drove
him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him
out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He
answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me,
so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said
to him, “You have seen him, and the
one speaking with you is he.” He said,
“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped
him. Jesus said, “I came into this world
for judgment so that those who do not
see may see, and those who do see may
become blind.” Some of the Pharisees
near him heard this and said to him,
“Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus
said to them, “If you were blind, you
would not have sin. But now that you
say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”



Sermon

Nicene Creed

e gl stand

e il stand

We believe in one God, the Father, the
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

Prayers of the People ¢ Common Worship

The Very Reverend Matthew Bradley

he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from

the Father, who with the Father and

the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

With confidence and trust let us pray to the Father. For the one holy catholic
and apostolic Church; and particularly for Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury,
Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and Terry our own Bishop, Lord of compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
gospel to the ends of the earth, Lord of compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

For those preparing for baptism, confirmation, renewal and reception,
especially Becca Adrienne Allemang, Athena Bannister-Short, Tyler
Hampton, and Bill Smith,and for their teachers and sponsors, Lord of

compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

For peace in the world, For President Trump, Vice President Vance,

Governors Beshear and Braun, and particularly for Ukraine, West Africa, Sudan,
the Middle East, and Venezuela, that a spirit of respect and reconciliation may
grow among nations and peoples, Lord of compassion,

in your mercy hear us.
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For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer, particularly

Judy Donahue, Kitten Lawless, George Hubbard, Carlos LaGantta, Sissy Lanier,
Ginger Shackleton, Dean Weller, Ann Vellom and Ruth Wukasch; for refugees,
prisoners, and all in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, Lord of
compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

For all of the blessings which you bestow upon us, especially for Jim Watkins
who celebrates a birthday, Lord of compassion,

in your mercy hear us.
For those whom we have injured or offended, Lord of compassion,
in your mercy hear us.

For grace to amend our lives and to further the reign of God, Lord of
compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

In communion with all those who have walked in the way of holiness,
and are now in your nearer presence..., let us pray to the Father. Lord of
compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

e the celebrant concludes

God our Father, in your love and goodness you have taught us to come close
to you in penitence with prayer, fasting and generosity; accept our Lenten
discipline, and when we fall by our weakness, raise us up by your unfailing
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Lrrurcy oF THE ALTAR
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Offertory Anthem Brother James’ Air

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'll not want.
He makes me down to lie

In pastures green; He leadeth me

The quiet waters by.

He leadeth me, He leadeth me,

the quiet waters by.

My soul He doth restore again;
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of blessedness,
Ee’n for His own Name’s sake.
Within the paths of righteousness,
Ee’n for His own Name’s sake.

&) -5-'_ You can make a gift in support of the Cathedral’s
? ministry online by scanning the QR code or going to
: https:/ /abundant.co/ christchurchlouky / give

arr. Mack Wilberg

Yea, though I pass through shadowed vale,
Yet will I fear no ill;

For Thou art with me; and Thy rod

And staff me comfort still.

Thy rod and staff they comfort still

They comfort still.

My table Thou hast furnishd

In presence of my foes;

My head with oil thou dost anoint,
And my cup overflows.

My head thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my days
Will surely follow me;

And in my father’s heart alway
My dwelling place shall be.

Tur GrEaAT THANKSGIVING

Eucharistic Prayer A ¢ Expansive Language

celebrant people
- L
God be with vou. And al-so with you.

celebrant —b—SGO g g~
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Lift ~ up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

S
celebrant m

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
AN

people

It 1s right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.

You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the
Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by
your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you
have prepared for those who love you.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
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Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection,

and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and

serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with

all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ,
and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,

Almighty God, now and for ever.

The Ereat Amen
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The Lord’s Prayer ¢ BCP 364 e contemporary version

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Tue BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Fraction Anthem S 156
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Invitation to Communion

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

o any baptized person from any Christian tradition who wishes to encounter the Real Presence of the
Risen Christ in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood is welcome to receive Holy Communion.
If you wish to learn more about the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, please speak with a priest or
deacon following the liturgy.
o oluten free wafers are available; as you prepare to receive bread indicate your preference to the priest
e if you would like to receive a blessing instead of Communion,
please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest

e for those attending virtually

An Act of Spiritual Communion

Jesus, my Savior, I ask you to come into my heart and fill me with your love. Although
I cannot physically join with others to celebrate the Eucharist today, I desire to offer my
thanksgivings and prayers in union with all who worship you, wherever they may be.
And although I cannot receive you now sacramentally in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion, still I desire to receive your body and blood spiritually and feed on your
love, that I may be united with you and with all your people in one communion and
fellowship, your mystical body the church, now and ever more. Amen.

Hymn 339  Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness
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Words: Johann Franck (1618:1677); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt.
Music: Schmiicke dich, melody Johann Cruger (1598-1662); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 LMD



Sending forth of Eucharistic Visitors
® deacon
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
Body and Blood of Christ.
* people
We are all one Body, for we all share one bread, one cup. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength
and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen.

Solemn Prayer over the People

Bow down before the Lord.

® all kneel or bow
Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel
before you; and grant that those whom you have
nourished by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth
fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ our Lord.

Amen



Hymn 538  God of mercy, God of grace
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Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847), alt.
Music: Lucerna Laudoniae, David Evans (1874-1948) : 7T

Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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serving today . . .

The Rev. Charles Myers, celebrant

The Very Rev. Matthew Bradley, dean

The Rev. Dr. Eva Markham, deacon

Austin Echols, organist & choir director

Jerry Brown, Tim Tice, lectors

Carolyn VanZant, intercessor

Carolyn VanZant, Tim Tice, Marilyn Werst, Mike DaRif, eucharistic ministers
Lea Ann Garbrough, Betty Lynn Williams, eucharistic visitors
Louise Isaacs, Henry Lawrence, Graham Whatley, acolytes
Bill Shelton, altar guild

Lee Cochran, Mike DaRif, Lea Ann Garbrough, greeters/ushers
Patsy Melton, bell ringer

Dave Barbieri, live stream

nfacebook.com/ChristChurch LouKY
[ > ] youtube.com/@ChristChurchLou

Music and texts are reprinted / streamed with permission
under ONE LICENSE #A-715318. All rights reserved.

"+

... as for
me and my
household,
we will
serve the
Lord

Joshua 24:15



Christ Church Cathedral Land Acknowledgement

Christ Church Cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky
gathers and stands on land which has been home, for over 11,000
years, to primarily Shawnee, Cherokee, Osage, Haudenosaunee
Seneca, Hopewell and Adena peoples.

Today we acknowledge the role our Church has played in
colonialism’s devasting legacy of death, stolen lands, dehumanizing
removals, and forced assimilation of native people.

We repent of our complicity in perpetuating the dominance of white
European culture, even to the present day.

We seek forgiveness.

We honor the original peoples of this land and the presence of native
people still living in Kentucky.

We honor with respect their Elders, past, present, and future, their
traditions, and the land itself.

We commit to listen, learn, and walk in love.
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Christ Church Cathedral
+ a church in the heart of the city with a heart for the city <

Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky

The Rt. Rev. Terry Allen White, Bishop ~ Austin Echols, Music Director & Organist
The Very Rev. Matthew Bradley, Dean Susan Shockey, Parish Coordinator

The Rev. Charles Myers, Associate Dean Thomas Thill, Sacristan

The Rev. Dr. Eva Markham, Deacon

421 South Second Street, Louisville, KY 40202
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